Gregory Woods, Articulate Flesh: Male Homo-eroticism and Modern Poetry (New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 1987)

Salvatore Santagati, Times Higher Education Supplement (13/11/87):


Elegant, scholarly and brave.

Paul Hallam, New Statesman (11/12/87):


Well-written, funny at times, often steamy.

Paul Davies, Capital Gay (11/12/87):


Articulate Flesh is a well-argued, detailed and often witty study which 
should be read by anyone interested in either poetry or homosexuality.

Jonathan Dollimore, Gay Times (01/88):

This book is full of fascinating material intelligently analysed.  It’s also written in an accessible style, and with a welcome lack of critical jargon ... Woods is writing for, and deserves, as large an audience as possible ... Articulate Flesh deserves a central place in the government's proposed national curriculum for schools.

Donald Busby, Gay Scotland (01/88):

Gregory Woods manages to cover a very large erotic landscape in admirable depth and in a surprisingly readable form.  For anyone seriously interested in this field of modern poetry ... this is a valuable and enjoyable book.

Simon Watney, City Limits (07/01/88):


Remarkably perceptive and illuminating.

Emmanuel S. Nelson, Choice (06/88):

An exciting and much needed addition to the critical scholarship on 20th-century poetry in English ... It is a thorough, intelligent, and restrained study that is free of the understandable defensiveness that tended to characterize a good deal of the gay literary scholarship until recently ... It makes an enormously significant contribution .

Peter Parker, Times Literary Supplement (15/07/88):

This clever and illuminating book ... displays a sharp critical intelligence rather than mere flag-waving.

Afshin Rattansi, The Guardian (15.03.90):

Wonderfully steamy as well as scholarly ... He liberates his criticism from the ghetto, once so valuable, of Gay Studies ... This book, often perceptive and illuminating, does fill a vital gap in the libraries of literary interpretation and should definitely be part of the National Curriculum.

David Hadlow, Rouge (03/90):


The result of vast research, this is a most accessible, stimulating and 
challenging book.

Robert Peters, James White Review:

A cause for rejoicing among readers anxious to see gay literary studies come of age.  Woods writes with great flair, is steeped in the specifics of his subject, and provides exciting theoretical dimensions for the overall nature of creativity and sexuality.

Raymond Bentman, Journal of Modern Literature:


One of the best works to come out of gay and lesbian literary studies.

James W. Jones, Southern Humanities Review:

This book is a marvelous text of gay identity and about gay identity, in poetry as well as in fact.

Paul Knobel, An Encyclopedia of Male Homosexual Poetry (Edgecliff, NSW, Australia, 2002):


The book contains some of the finest gay poetry criticism in English.

